Neurosurgical management of pediatric epilepsy.
Pediatric neurosurgeons are often involved early in the evaluation and management of children with epilepsy. Surgery should not be viewed merely as the end stage of multiple diagnostic decisions made by neurologists and pediatricians. Instead, when a reasonable trial of several AEDs has failed to provide adequate seizure control, a pediatrician can refer the patient directly to a pediatric neurosurgeon with a specialty interest in epilepsy. The diagnosis and treatment of focal versus diffuse epilepsy can be discussed in an honest and educated fashion with the families and the caregivers. Although full seizure control may be impossible, improved neurologic development and avoidance of self-injurious drop attacks may be worthy alternative surgical outcomes.